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of his prisoner was only complete when he himself
returned with him to "receive punishment.'* Friends
in Sian, and even (it seems) Chiang Kai-shek, ad-
vised him that this last action was unnecessary.
Nothing but danger could await him in Nanking.
But there was still a romantic streak in Chang
Hsueh-liang which probably rather enjoyed the im-
pression he was making. His great idea, of course
(and this is genuinely in character), was to prove be-
yond any question his own sincerity in the Sian coup.
It was the gesture of Coriolanus; and there was no
guarantee at this time that it might not have led to a
similar fate.
From the plane Chiang Kai-shek began to put his
parting promise into effect. Orders were given to
the Central troops inside Shensi to withdraw to the
east of Tungkwan, across the borders of the "rebel"
province. Before darkness fell on the evening of that
day, troops had evacuated Hwahsien and marched
twenty K to the east. The challenge from Nanking
seemed to have passed.
The next day, a little after noon, Chiang Kai-
shek's aeroplane landed at the air-port of Nanking.
Great crowds gave him a tumultuous welcome; the
whole nation rejoiced at the happy ending. Never
before, it seemed, had the Generalissimo been so uni-
versally popular.
Two hours later another plane brought Chang
Hsueh-liang and T. V. Soong to the same landing-
ground. There was no reception.